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Oven Ready Standard, Oven Ready Plus
and Oven Ready Starred **
Anthems and Carols

Accessible Pieces for Churches with a
Small Choir or no Choir at all

Oven Ready Standard, Oven Ready Plus, and Oven Ready Starred ** anthems and carols are intended
for churches with a small choir or no choir at all. They provide free, downloadable resources that
enable a choir to perform simple music or, where no choir exists, the means whereby a person with
just basic musical knowledge could gather a small choral group.

Why Oven Ready? Well, with an oven ready meal, one just removes the wrapping, places it in the oven
for twenty minutes, and a meal has been prepared. There’s no need for expert knowledge of cooking,
no need for a range of specialised equipment, and no need to wait for hours for a finished product. The
whole process is quick, easy, and anyone can do it. It's the same with these pieces. They are quick to
learn, don’t require an expert teacher, and make no great demands on the singers. They are “oven
ready”.

These pieces have been developed over the past three years for use with Llanddewi Rhydderch Festival
Choir, the North Monmouthshire Ministry Area Choir, and the choir of St. Teilo’s, Llantilio Pertholey.

The pieces in this book are just the iceberg’s tip and they are supported by a range of online resources,
available from:

organistsonline.org/small-choirs/downloads

All of which may be freely downloaded, copied
and used as required

Oven Ready Standard

These are conventionally arranged accompanied pieces, maybe for SA Men, or SSA, or unison. For each
item there is, online:

A backing track - so that choirs are not dependent on having an accompanist present;
Voice-specific rehearsal tracks - so that choristers can work at their notes in their own time;

A MIDI file, so that audio experts can change the tempo, pitch, or tone colour of any track.

Oven Ready Plus

As above, these pieces include a backing track and voice-specific rehearsal tracks. However, the
arranging is less conventional. For each work, there is:

An Essential Part. This is the main melody which needs to be sung throughout the piece. For new
choirs or groups, if they can manage this part - they are able to perform the work. It is placed at a
pitch which most untrained singers can manage without very high or very low notes.



An Optional Part. This is for singers who feel confident singing some harmony. It's neither an
upper part nor a lower part but is written in the same general range at the Essential Part. The
parts freely cross (rather like in a Medieval motet);

Sometimes, a Second Optional Part is provided for more experienced singers with a greater range,
or for men.

Oven Ready Starred **

In these arrangements, a mix of unison and harmony verses, the main melody is in the men's part. This
makes it easier for men new to choral singing to be confidently involved in singing in parts as they only
have one set of notes to learn.

They are modular in design, so the performer chooses which interludes to play and when, and which
verses to sing in unison or harmony. Also, using this principle, the number of pages of copying is
restricted.

Simplest Usage
The intention of this book is to get choirs singing in churches. Most of these pieces are arrangements of

existing melodies that singers may already know. At the most basic level, singing just these tunes with an
introduction and interludes creates a little motet.

Best Usage

These arrangements are very simple and, for the sake of encouraging new choral groups and small
choirs, attempt to avoid difficulties when possible. This does mean that, if a carol is several verses in
length, the effect could become tedious.

A judicious use of resources could ameliorate this, such as:

Verse 1: unison;

Verse 2: Essential plus one of the Optional parts;

Verse 3: Essential plus the other Optional part

Verse 4: As written;

Or any other combination you can think of.

The complete harmony for each arrangement is in the accompaniment, so leaving one or more of the
vocal parts out does not damage the musical effect. Similarly (and I'm putting this in for the nit-picking

critics) the vocal parts are not intended to make perfect two or three part harmony in themselves; the
idea of these arrangements is to make each part easily singable.

Copyright

As far as | can determine, all the texts and melodies in these arrangements are in the public domain.
That is to say, they can be copied and reproduced at will with no restrictions. The actual arrangements
are my (Philip Norman) copyright - but feel free to copy and use them as you wish. If you do, | wouldn’t
mind an acknowledgement if you produce any printed material.



Errors

It’s almost certain that there are errors and editorial infelicities in this book as the proof reading and
type setting have been undertaken by people who are, essentially, amateurs. If you find something
which is wrong or just plain silly, please make any changes you feel to be necessary.

However, all these pieces are available for download (see organistsonline.org/small-choirs/downloads)
so, as errors are discovered, the online versions will be corrected.

Financed by Sangerstevne

The word sangerstevne is Norwegian and means a gathering or congress of singers and choirs.
Sangerstevner are a large part of choral life in Norway as choirs and singers gather on a local, regional,
and national level for a period of concert giving.

Based on this idea, the London Sangerstevne ran from 2003 to 2019 and became international in its
participants. Across a weekend, it held major concerts in the centre of London and fringe concerts
across the city. The administrator and one of the fund raisers was Christine Didelot, a dedicated and
enthusiastic choral singer, who died after a short iliness in 2017. Since the London Sangerstevne ceased,
the accumulated funds have been distributed to promote concert giving, choir work and other musical
activities both in London and across the provinces. The printing of these books uses up the last of those
funds. If these books help promote choirs in churches, this will be a truly long lasting and useful
memorial for Christine.

Other Resources
All free to download and use

Oven Ready Anthems are hosted within Organists Online. Organists Online seeks to provide a
comprehensive collection of services which could enable a church with limited musical resources to
maintain a choir, organist, music director and, possibly, use other instruments, but not relying upon
expert or professional assistance. The idea is that one or two people with some musical knowledge
could oversee a tradition of live music making in a church for very little expense.

The Small Choirs Website - organistsonline.org/small-choirs/downloads

Apart from the fifty pieces in this book, the Small Choirs Website provides some 1,500 other pieces for
church choirs with few or no men. These range from simple unison anthems through to complex pieces
for SSAA Men, or SSSSAA, and so on. Many of them have flexible requirements. The composers,
arrangers, and editors come from around the world and have given permission for their work to be
copied and used as required.

This collection of pieces is fully searchable by composer, arranger, voices required etc.

The Singers' Toolkit | - organistsonline.org/singers-toolkit

This is a basic guide to choral singing for adults who have little experience or are not used to singing
from printed music. The contents are based on the questions which sixty years of working with amateur

singers prove to be the most pressing and necessary.

The Singers' Toolkit Il - organistsonline.org/singers-toolkit/pitching

For singers who are not confident that they are singing the same notes as the rest of the choir, this site




includes comprehensive exercises for practising matching pitch (singing in tune).

The Choir Trainers’ Toolkit - organistsonline.org/choir-trainers-toolkit
If anyone finds themselves having to run a choir rather than let it die through lack of leadership, The
Singers’ Toolkit | provides enough basic information. However, The Choir Trainers’ Toolkit takes the

reader deeper into the pool of useful knowledge. It also shows how, with no knowledge of harmony or
counterpoint, a leader could arrange simple pieces for an elementary choir.

The Organists’ Toolkit - organistsonline.org/organists-toolkit
For churches where no organist is available, this is a basic guide to help pianists cope with playing the

organ. It describes the use of the manuals (keyboards) and stops, gives guidelines for accompanying
hymns, and points in the direction of simple repertoire and/or further study.

Simplified Hymn Accompaniments - organistsonline.org/hymns
There’s considerable skill needed to accompany successfully a congregation in hymn singing - a skill

which takes time to develop. On this webpage 500 hymn accompaniments from many denominations
have been simplified to enable a volunteer organist to play with confidence.

Slim and Super Slim Carols - organistsonline.org/hymns/carols

These are arrangements of thirty-eight common carols for orchestral instruments. They are fully
compatible with the carol versions in the Simplified Hymn accompaniments. There are parts for all the
most common instruments, including versions for transposing instruments in Bb, F, and Eb, and for

trombones or other bass brass instruments playing from the treble clef.

Slim Carols: these are in three parts only and the middle part doesn’t go below g’ (fiddle G). This
means that if you have strings only, it’s not necessary to have violas.

Super Slim Carols: these are arranged in two parts only but in such a way that any instrument

may play the melody in any octave, and any instrument may play the accompaniment in any
octave, but the harmony is still good.

Other Facilities
Organists Online also provides other free facilities for churches, such as: find an organist; hire an

organist (either temporarily or permanently); choosing music for a wedding or funeral; statistics of how
much churches have been paying organists - and more.

Sources
Ah, Holy Jesus (p. 1): melody- Johann Criiger, text - Johann Heerman, trans. - Robert Bridges.
All Hail, Adored Trinity (p. 5): melody - Percy Buck, text - before 11th century, trans. - JD Chambers.
Amazing Grace (p. 7): melody - traditional, text - John Newton.
As Pants the Hart (p. 9): melody - Smith’s Sacred Music, text - Tate and Brady New Version.

Author of Life Divine (p. 11): melody - John David Edwards, text - Charles Wesley.



A Virgin Most Pure (p. 89): melody - traditional English, text - traditional English.

Away in a Manger (p. 92): melody - James Ramsey Murray, text - 19th century (probably).
Blessed Assurance (p. 13): melody - Phoebe Knapp, text - Fanny Crosby.

Break Forth (p. 17): melody - Johann Schop, text - Johann Rist, trans. - John Troutbeck.
Cherry Tree Carol (p. 19): melody - traditional English, text - traditional English.

Come, Holy Ghost (p. 95): melody - from Vesperale Romanum, text - before 10th century,
trans.- Yatterdon Hymnal.

Creator of the Stars of Night (p. 21): melody - Plainsong, text - 7th century, trans. - JM Neale

Deck Thyself, My Soul (p. 98): melody - Johann Criiger, text - Johann Franck,
trans. - Catherine Winkworth.

Deck Thyself, My Soul (p. 103): melody - Johann Criiger, text - Johann Franck,
trans. - Catherine Winkworth.

Ding Dong! Merrily on High (p. 23): melody - Thoinot Arbeau’s Orchésographie, text - George
Woodward.

Down in Yon Forest (p. 25): melody - traditional English, text -traditional English.

Father Most Holy (p. 27): melody - Poitiers Antiphoner, text - 10th century, trans. - Percy Dearmer.
Father Most Holy (p. 29): melody - Poitiers Antiphoner, text - 10th century, trans. - Percy Dearmer.
For the Beauty of the Earth (p. 33): melody - William Maclagan, text - Folliot Pierpoint.

Go, Tell it on the Mountain (p. 35): melody -traditional, text - traditional.

Haste, My Soul (p. 37): melody - Louis Bourgeois, text - 15th century, trans. - George Woodward.
Heilig, Heilig, Heilig (p. 39): melody and harmony: Franz Schubert, text - Johann Phillip Neumann.
His Cheering Message (p. 41): melody - Percy Buck, text - 4th or 5th century, trans. - T. A. L.

How Brightly Shines (p. 43): melody - Philipp Nicolai, text - Philipp Nicolai, trans. - William Mercer.
How Far is it to Bethlehem? (p. 45): melody - traditional English, text - Frances Chesterton.

In Bethlehem City (p. 47): melody - English or Irish, text - from the Greek Menaeon,
trans. George Woodward.

In Dulci Jubilo (p. 106): melody - German 14th century, text - German 14th century, trans. - S. P.
Jesu All Holy (p. 49): melody - GG Gastoldi, text - George Woodward.
Just as | Am (p. 109): melody - AH Brown, text - Charlotte Elliot.

Lord Enthroned in Heavenly Splendour (p. 51): melody - William. Owen, text - GH Bourne.



Masters in this Hall (p. 112): melody - traditional French, text - William Morris.

O Blest Creator of the Light (p. 53): melody - plainsong, text - 6th century, trans. - JM Neale.

O God, Thy Power is Wonderful (p. 115): melody Praxis Pietatis Melica, text - FW Faber.

O Holy Night (p. 57): melody - Adolphe Adam, text - Placide Cappeau, trans. John Sullivan Wright.
O Thou From Whom all Goodness Flows (p: 118): melody - Thomas Tallis, text - T Haweis.

O What Their Joy (p. 61): melody - La Feillée 1808, text - P Abelard, trans. JM Neale.

Peace, Perfect Peace (p: 63): melody - Orlando Gibbons, text - EH Bickersteth.

Rocking Carol (p. 65): melody - traditional Czech, text - traditional Czech, trans. - O. B. C.

Sans Day Carol (p. 67): melody - traditional Cornish, text - traditional Cornish.

Shepherds in the Field Abiding (p. 69): melody - traditional French, text - traditional French,
trans. - George Woodward.

Sing to the Lord of Harvest (p. 71): melody - traditional Basque, text - ] Monsell.
Sussex Carol (p. 73): melody - traditional English, text - traditional English;
Take Up Thy Cross (p. 75): melody - Nikolaus Herman, text - CW Everest.

The Golden Sun is in the West (p. 77): melody - Gotha Cantional, text - Gotha Cantional,
trans. - JM Neale.

The King of Love (p. 79): melody - traditional Irish, text - HW Baker.

The King of Love (p. 81): melody - traditional Norwegian, text - HW Baker.

Thee We Adore (p. 83): melody - plainsong, text - St. Thomas Aquinas, trans. - JR Woodford.

Wake, O Wake! (p. 121): melody - Philipp Nicolai, text - Philipp Nicolai, trans. F. C. B.

What Child is This? (p. 124): melody - traditional English; text - W. Chatterton Dix.

Ye Sons and Daughters (p. 85): melody - traditional French, text - 17th c, trans. - J]M Neale.
Letter for 2075 AD:

Dear Clergy Person, Organist, Parish Secretary, Cleaner or Whoever,

If you find this book on a forgotten shelf, musty and cobwebby, pause before you bin it. Has your church
got a flourishing musical tradition? If yes, go ahead, bin the book, it’s done its job. If not, the resources
offered are as valid as ever. Use them. | cannot guarantee that the online downloads will still be
available but the book itself is enough to use to kickstart a choir or vocal ensemble. The Church has used
choirs for centuries stretching into millennia; don’t let the tradition die.

Philip Norman - Llanddewi Rhydderch - August 2025
pkn@pnms.co.uk | 07939 064 247
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Arr: PKN Feb 2024 - Oven Ready Starred

Introduction

Ah, Holy Jesu
Melody: Johann Criger
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Optional interludes
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Some verses could be sung in unison.

The intro and interludes could be omitted for a cappella singing.

Could be sung in two parts: ladies/men.



Accompaniment for unison verses
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All Hail, Adored Trinity

Melody: John Bishop
Arr: PKN - April 2024 - Oven Ready Starred
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Rall verse 4. Pauses are also for

verse 4 only
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Optional Interlude
before verse 4
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The original melody is printed in the men's part ("Melody for unison verses").

As this suggests, this is what is sung in unison verses. NOT the top part.
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Amazing Grace
Text: John Newton Melody: Traditional

Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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As Pants the Hart

Traditional Scottish?
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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Melody: JD Ewards

Author of Life Divine

Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus

Text: C Wesley

Without the organ part, this may be sung unaccompanied

)\
)7 A /| N N
Essential ("9 p '*5 { = - - - 4
o
2]
)7 A /) N - - - N
Optional ("9 b liﬁ ES - &
o
Optional JF)——2%— - - - = P4
Men |FZ=—>4&—*¢ €
Introduction and interlude
) ) | | | X
Y | I | [ [ | [ | I
e e e e e e [ — 2 |
SV 9 | v v 2 [z
o o
I
O /) N QJ e f
A& - - - o o
>4 ! ! i o
) X | | | | X
Y I I | | | I | [ [ | I
'l’(h "V‘ : i | [ [ | 1. | é =l .} ‘{ { :
63 \ . e . o o=
o -
1.Au - thor of life di - vine, who hast a ta - ble spread,
Fur - nish'd with mys - tic wine and ev - er - last- ing bread,
2. Our need -y souls sus - tain with fresh sup - plies of love,
'til all thy life we gain, and all thy  full - ness prove;
A | |
)7 A | | [ | [ — |
(~—> 4 — . o | l | —— 1 E ] ] { :
\;)v [ ‘\_ _‘J_ 7] [ — | o P P (2D
1.Au - thor of life di - vine, who hast a ta - ble spread,
Fur - nish'd with mys - tic wine and ev - er - last - ing bread.
2. Our nee - dy souls sus - tain with fresh sup - plies of love,
'til all thy life we gain, and all thy  full - ness prove,
| |
ESEE=S == ==———==————"C—————
| ] . ! | | ] ] !
) X . | | | | X
Y I [ | | I [ | [ [ I
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Pause last time only

D.C.

last time, optional Rall
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Blessed Assurance

Melody: Phoebe Knapp

Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Starred

This piece may be sung
unaccompanied

Unhurried
o)
\J N N N | | |
Optional 1 Iz & & & - 4 -
&) ® o »
D)
Introduction and Interlude 1.Bless - ed as -
2. Per - fect sub -
f
\J N N N | ——
Optional 2 ||z & - L - ’ '
%) o s
o o
3. Per - fect sub -
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[ — p—
o— T | 1 | K e
B e e e s £ °
3. mis - sion, all is at rest, | in  my Sa - viour am hap - py and
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Break Forth, O Beauteous, Heavenly Light
Mel: Johann Schop

- Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
Essential
-~/ ™
) J /) N N | | — |
P % E 4 - - E 4 | | ] | | |
(9 ',l r r =- ’ { [ [T !
o - = - -
1. Break forth, (@] beau - teous,
Ye shep - herds, shrink not
2. Break forth, (@] beau - teous,
Optional He stoops to earth, the
A ~
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1. heav'n - ly light, and ush - er in the morn - ing:
with a fright, but hear the an - gel's warn - ing.
2. heav'n - ly light, to her ald our sal - va - tion.
God of might, our hope and ex - pec - ta tion.
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19 Cherry Tree Carol

Trad. melody and text

Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
PEE: = = = }
Essential (o : - S !
D) -
A 7. Then
Optional JifAs—Z = . = = - ,;\ - —
SV x [
NPy -
f | p—— - 1 | ] L | -
)7 A /) [ [ | [ | % . [ [ [ - | | | [ | |
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1. Jo - seph was an old man, and an old man was he,
2. And as they were walk - ing through an or - chard so good,
3.0, then be - spoke Ma - ry  with words both meek and mild,
4."Go tothe tree then, Ma - ry, and it shall bow to thee;
5. Then bow'd down the high-est tree un - to our La - dy's hand;
6. "Eat your cher - ries, Mar - ry, (0] eat your cher - ries now;
7.Ma - ry pluck'd a cher - ry, as red as a - ny blood, then
o) |
Y | | I | I I
| [ | [ | | | | | | [ [ [
'S e e e e e
2] p—— [ ]
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P Last time: Rall e Dim ~ Fine
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| [ | | | | | ] | | E 4 .
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1. when he mar - ried Ma - ry inthe land of Gal-Ii - lee.
2. where were cherriesand ber - ries as red as a-ny blood.
3. "Pluck me one cher-ry, Jo - seph; for that I am with child.
4. and you shallga - ther cher - ries by one, by two, by three."
5. "See," Ma - rycried, ‘"see, Jo - seph, [Ihave cher -ries at com - mand."
6. Eat your cher - ries Ma - ry, that grow u- pon the bough." 7. Then
A 7.Ma - ry went she home - wards all with  her hea-vy load.
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)7 A [ I | | [ [ | | | N
o — T f—— ! { I e E— E——" o & : :
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Cherry Tree Carol

Trad. melody and text

Arr: PKN - Simpler Accompaniment
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- /)
. ) J/ - - - N
Essential |F&y—>% : - S :
) &
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1.Jo- seph was an old man, and an old man  was he,
2. And as they were walk - ing through an or - chard so good,
3.0, then be - spoke Ma - ry with words both meek and mild,
4."Go to the tree  then, Ma - ry, and it shall bow to thee;
5. Then bow'd down the high-est tree un - to our La - dy's hand;
6. "Eat your  cher - ries, Mar - ry, (e} eat your cher - ries now;
(7)Ma - ry pluck'd a cher -ry, as red as a - ny blood, then
2] |
)7 A [ | | | | [ | |
' e s s e s s s ] | '
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1. when he mar - ried Ma - ry in the land of Gal-li - lee.
2. where  were cher-ries and ber - ries as red as a-ny blood.
3. "Pluck me one cherxy, Jo - seph; for that | am with child.
4. and you shall ga - ther cher - ries by one, by two, by three."
5."See," Ma - ry cried, "see, Jo - seph, I|have cher - ries at com - mand."
6. Eat your  cher - ries Ma - ry, that grow u- pon the bough."
7. Ma -y went she home - wards all with  her hea - vy load.
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Creator of the Stars of Night

Melody: Gregorian. Text: 7th Century - trans. JM Neale
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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() N K N o o o’ D o
<Y P ) P hd ® [ hd
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1. Cre a tor of the stars of night,
2. Thou, griev ing that the an - cient curse
3. Thou cam'st the bride groom of the bride,
4. At whose dread name, ma - jest - tic now,
5.0 thou whose com ing is with dread
6.To God the Fa ther, God the Son,
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1. thy peo ple's ev - er - las - ting light,
2. should doom to death a un - i- verse,
3.as drew the world to eve - ning tide:
4. all knees must bend, all hearts must bow;
5.to judge and doom the quick and dead,
6. and God the Spi rit, three in one,
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As a unison piece, this may be sung unaccompanied



Ding Dong! Merrily on High
Melody: 16th C French
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus

-

I/
k> 3

—
4
-4

o)

i
y
(r

¢

)

=

1
=

I/
k> 3

]
%Y
14

o}
#£
oJ

)

23

Essential

Optional 1

Optional 2 [

L] L] LIEd oo
B o o s c ) -+ -+
N 22 § 5 5§ & Nle— N
] ! ! ! ] ]
| | o O mv =2} o O ] HEN
N £ ¢ 3 S c £ © © No ]
= » = 5 = »
n
— o @ (0] (] [0) [0) 1 HE
v 5 X 2 B > > ' e Ly
. ' .
7] 7] ] »
| | 2 2 o o)) Ll
N T S 2 © E ¢ M = L = - N H
s © S o g 3 = L]
| | h © ] L
2 = L e c ' B L]
..hl W o & — m 1 '| !
[ n“u ..& ' 1
1 > c = o o N
Y = o O T > N =2 | = L
8 2 # = € © > o} A L}
2 a
5 5
|| - ||
v c o ° 2 o © i)
> >
TR
L . 1
)
I T > " [} - L] [ N
()]} 2 S IS © J—
Eg B £ E A o
! 1
c O 0]
6 £ a = = W
L} L}
> > % 5 3 3 _ _ [l T
L} 1 I- 1 L} L}
17 = = L - = = g
1 1 1 m
T 3 o o - 5 ® — — . —
N ge 55 3§ = ] = ol
— — 1
D O :
™ ss 8- 3¢ : T
S ° > >
o
c c >
||| = o o T > N
N O < W < £ & e |2 B —oal ]
s . < . = o o
. ~ 2 3 ] oo o0
>
N N K. N . N
~
O e €o NGO G\
[\ N~



24
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Last time: rall ad lib.
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Down in Yon Forest

Traditional English

Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus

Unhurried
- ) | x [r—— |
v, - s - - E o % E X
@ v . P & o w [ P & D
Q) V [ J
Essential 1.Down in yon for- est there stands a hall:  THE
2.1n that hall there stands a bed:
3. At that bed -side there lies a stone:
Introduction and interlude
4.Un - der that bed there runs a flood:
5 At____ the bed's foot there grows a thorn:
- 6.0v - er that bed the moon shines bright:
Optional
H |
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BELLS OF PA-RA -DISE, | HEARD THEM RING: 1.it's cov-er'd all ov- er with
2.it's cov- er'd all ov- er with
3. which the sweet vir- gin Ma - ry
4. the one half runs wa- ter, the
5. which ev - er blows blos-som since
6.De - not-ing our Sa-viour was
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Last time: optional Rall
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1. pur - ple and pall:  AND | LOVE MY LORD JE-SUS A - BOVE A- NY- THING.
2.scar-let so red:
3. knelt u- pon:
4.0oth- er runs blood:
5. he was born:
6. born this night:
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Poitiers Antiphoner - 1746
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Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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33 For the Beauty of the Earth
Melody: William Maclagan
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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Haste, My Soul
Louis Bourgeois
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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His Cheering Message
Melody: PC Buck Text: 4th or 5th C
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Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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* meed: Middle English - payment, price, reward, etc.

POSSIBLE PERFORMANCE METHODS

If you have sufficient singers, divide them into two
groups, A and B.

V1: All sing the essential part.

V2: A sings the essential part and B the optional.

V3: All sing the essential part.

V4: A sings the optional part and B the essential part.
ALTERNATIVELY

The more capable singers sing the Optional part in
some verses.

Pause only at the end
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How Brightly Shines the Morning Star

Mel: Philipp Nicolai
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How Far is it to Bethlehem
Melody: Traditional Text: Frances Chesterton
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Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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In Bethlehem City

Melody: Traditional English/Irish.
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Standard/Plus
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This arrangement may also be sung for some verses with any men on the Essential part and all upper voices
singing Optional 1. Using all vocal parts, this piece may be sung unaccompanied.




Jesu All Holy
GGG da Caravaggio
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Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendour

Melody: W Owen Text GH Bourne
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Standard
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1. first be - got ten of the dead, Al - le - lu - ia,
lift - est up thy peo - ple's head.
2.once for all when thou wast slain. Al - le - lu - ia,
shall for ev er more re - main.
3. strick -en rock with stream -ing side, Al - le - lu - ia,
wor - ship thee the Lamb who  died.
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1. first be got ten of the dead, Al - le - lu - ia,
lift - est up thy peo - ple's head.
2.once for all when thou wast slain. Al - le - lu - ia,
shall for ev er more re - main.
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O Blest Creator of the Light
Melody: Gregorian
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus/Standard
This piece may be sung unaccompanied in three parts
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O Holy Night
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Adophe Adam
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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O What Their Joy and Their Glory Must Be

61

La Feillée Méthode 1808

Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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Peace, Perfect Peace
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Orlando Gibbons
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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1. sin? The blood of Je - sus whis - pers peace with - in.
2. pressed? To do the will of Je - sus, this is rest.
3. round? On Je - sus' bos - om naught but calm is found.
4. way? In Je - sus' keep- ing we are safe and they.
5. known? Je sus we know, and he is on the throne.
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1. sin? The blood of Je - sus whis - pers peace with - in.
2. pressed? To do the will of Je - sus, this is rest.
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Shepherds in the Field Abiding

Mel: Trad. French
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus/Standard
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Golden Harvest
Melody: Traditional Basque
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On Christmas Night
The Sussex Carol - Traditional
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Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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Take Up Thy Cross
Melody: Nickolaus Herman
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Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Standard/Plus
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The Golden Sun is in the West
Melody and Harmony: Gotha Cantional - 1651
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Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Standard/Plus
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Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus

Traditional Irish Melody
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Thee We Adore
Melody: Gregorian. Original Text: Thomas Aquinas
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Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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Any men may double the
Essential or Optional part

Melody: Webbe 1792
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus/Standard

Ye Sons and Daughters of the King
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A Virgin Most Pure
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Traditional English
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Standard
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Away in a Manger
Traditional American

Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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Come, Holy Ghost

Melody: Gregorian Text: Before 900 AD
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Standard/Plus
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Deck Thyself, My Soul, With Gladness
Melody: Johann Criger
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Starred
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Accompaniment for unison verses
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Deck, Thyself, My Soul With Gladness

Melody: Johann Criger
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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In Dulci Jubilo

Medieval German
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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Just As | Am
Melody: AH Brown
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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Masters In This Hall

Traditional French Melody
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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O God, Thy Power is Wonderful
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Melody: Praxis Pietatis Melica 1653

Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Starred
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Alternative interlude
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Accompaniment for unison verses
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This piece may be sung in various ways:

a) unison, using the choir-harmony accompaniment for some

verses;

b) men/upper voices. In which cases, use Upper 1;

c) as written - but singing a couple of verses in unison.

d) a cappella - using just the choir harmony version.
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O Thou From Whom All Goodness Flows
Thomas Tallis
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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Wake, O Wake

Obtional 3 Melody and Text: Philipp Nicolai ,
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Starred May be sung unaccompanied
- i | | — . | | |
. — | ! % ] % N— 2 |
&>—2 — o9 o * & 2
j A =
1. Wake, (0] wake! with tid - ings thril - ing
Mid - night strikes! no more de - lay - ing,
2. Si - on hears the watch - men shout - ing,
see her friend from heav'n des - cen - ding,
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"The hour has come!" we hear them say - ing.
2. her heart leaps up with joy un - doubt - ing,
a - dorn'd with truth and grace un - end - ing!
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What Child is This?

Melody: Trad. Text: W Chatterton Dix

Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus/Standard
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Christ  the King, whom shep - herds wor-ship and an - gels sing: Haste, haste to
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Pause last time

This piece may be sung unaccompanied.

When accompanied, men may double the Essential or Optional part without causing serious damage

to the harmony.
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bring him praise the babe, the  son of Ma - ry.
Sa - viour comes, the babe, the son of Ma - ry.
Christ is born, the babe, the  son of Ma - ry.
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The Fifty First of Fifty Pieces

Traditional
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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A double round. Suggested performance: All sing Ave Maria through once in unison. Then
get it going in three parts and then add round 2.

Carry on singing until you've had enough. All stop at the pauses.
Alternatively, it could be sung as one round thus: A, B, C,1, 2 and repeat.

Taizé like, this may be sung as a backdrop for prayers or readings.
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Arr: Philip Norman - 1995

Now it is Evening
Melody and Harmony: Petus Nigidius (1540)
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready
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For the Beauty of the Earth (simpler)
Melody: William Maclagan

Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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It's best to have a couple of unison verses and, if possible,
vary which group sings Essential/Optional.
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1. For the beau - ty of the earth, for the beau - ty of the skies,
2. For the beau - ty of each hour, of the day and of the night,
3. For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and brain's de - light
4. For each per - fect gift of thine to our race o) free - ly giv'n
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| Saw Three Ships Come Sailing In

Traditional
Arr: PKN - Oven Ready Plus
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2. ships all three? 2. And
3. his la - dy, 3. Our
4. ships all three? 4. Pray,
5. Beth - le - hem, on Christ - mas Day, on Christ - mas Day, 5.0,
6. earth shall ring, 6. And
7. heav'n shall sing, 7. And
8. joice a main! 8. Then
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1. saw three ships come sail - ing in,
2. what was on those ships all three?
3.Sa - viour Christ and his la - dy,
4. whi - ther sail'd those ships all three?
5. they sail'd in - to Beth - le - hem, on
6. all the bells on earth shall ring,
7. all the an - gels in heav'n shall sing,
8. let us all re - joice a - main!
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For best results - mix and match Optional 1 and Optional 2, together or separately. Some verses in
unison, some in two parts, and some in three, and varied dynamics would help.




Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow
Traditional American

Arr: PKN - June 2025
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With a live accompanist, the bracketted notes may be omitted.
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